The title complex located on a twofold axis in its crystal structure is shown in the figure. Tables 1 and 2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Experimental details
All the non-H atoms were refined anisotropically. H atoms were subsequently treated as riding atoms with distances C-H = 0.96 (CH 3 ), 0.97 (CH 2 ), 0.93 Å (ArH) and O-H = 0.85 Å.
Discussion
Single-molecule magnets (SMMs) have attracted considerable interest [5] [6] [7] [8] . The majority of SMMs characterised to date have contained the metal manganese [9] . SMMs containing Ni(II) ions are far less common despite the fact that mononuclear nickel complexes have been shown to possess |D| values greater than 10 cm −1 [10] . Only a limited number of Ni(II) SMMs were reported [11] . In order to enlarge the knowledge on nickel(II) complexs, the 1H-benzimidazole-2-methanol ligand was selected for the synthesis of nickel(II) coordination compounds due to its different coordination modes. The asymmetric unit contains one half of a title complex located on a twofold axis of the space group C2/c. The hexacoordinate Ni(II) coordination environment is composed of two nitrogen atoms of two crystallographically related 1H-benzimidazole-2-methanol ligands with a Ni( 
